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Amendments to the Claims 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method utilizing a team of heteroaeneouslv 

2 sharing network interfaces providing operat i ng in adaptor fau l t toloranco modo to 

3 prov i de primary and secondary use processing of data, comprising: 

4 receiving data for processing by said team , sa i d toam hav i ng a primary network 

5 intorfaco and at l oast ono secondary network intorfaoo ; 

6 assigning processing of said received data to a first member of said team: 

7 i f said data i s primary uoo procoss i ng, thon procoss i ng and transm i tting said data 

8 by tho f i rst mombor of sa i d toam tho pr i mary network i ntorfaco; and 

9 if said data is secondary use processing, determining if the first member lacks a 



10 capability reguired for processing said data, and if so. -theft distributing processing of 

1 1 said data across said s e condary network i nt e rfac e s to at least one second member of 

12 said team having the capability, for transparent processing bv the at least one second 

13 member on behalf of the first member, wherein said transparent processing facilitates 

14 heterogeneous sharing of said team even if the first member lacks the capability . 



15 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , in which network interfaces 

16 have Media Access Control (MAC) addresses, the method f urther comprising: 

17 setting the MAC address for the second member of said team to the MAC 

18 address of the first member of said team 
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1 l oading a dr i ver for tho toam of network i nterfaces, sa i d dr i ver configuring said 

2 toam to operate i n adaptor fault tolerance mode and designat i ng tho primary network 

3 interface and tho at least ono s e condary network int o rfaco; 

4 whoro i n sa i d d i str i but i ng processing is according to a work l oad of said secondary 

5 network int e rfac e s . 

6 3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , in which network interfaces 

7 have Media Access Control (MAC) addresses, the method further comprising: 

8 temporarily setting the MAC address for the second member of said team to the 

9 MAC address of the first member of said team while the second member performs said 

10 transparent processing on behalf of the first member of said team whore if sa i d primary 

11 network i ntorfaco has ava i lab l e process i ng bandwidth, then d i str i but i ng process i ng of 

12 sa i d data across a l l network i nterfaces of sa i d toam . 

13 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said distributing 

14 processing is according to a workload of each of said team of network interfaces 

15 supporting the capability . 

16 5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein processing said data includes 

17 encrypting said data according to IPSEC. 

18 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

19 receiving data for secondary use processing from an operating system. 

20 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

21 receiving data for secondary use processing from an application programming 

22 interface configured to submit data for secondary use processing by said team. 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) An accessible readable medium having associated 

2 encod e d th e r e on instructions for heteroqeneously sharing ut ili z i ng a team of network 

3 interfaces providing operating i n adapt e r fau l t to le ranc e mode to prov i d e primary and 

4 secondary use processing of data , said instructions, when accessed by a machine, 

5 directs by d i recting a the machine proc e ssor to: 



6 receive data for processing by said team , sa i d toam having a pr i mary network 

7 interface and at least ono secondary network i nterface ; 

8 assign processing of said received data to a first member of said team; 

9 if said data i s primary us e processing, thon process and transmit sa i d data by th e 

10 primary network i nterfac e ; and 

1 1 if said data is secondary use processing, determin if the first member lacks a 



12 capability reguired for processing said data t and if so. th e n distribute processing of said 

13 data across sa i d secondary network i nterfaces to at least one second member of said 

14 team having the capability, for transparent processing by the at least one second 

15 member on behalf of the first member, wherein said transparent processing facilitates 

16 heterogeneous sharing of said team even if the first member lacks the capability . 



17 9. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 8, in which network interfaces 

18 have Media Access Control (MAC) addresses, and said instructions including further 

19 instructions to direct the processor to: 

20 set the MAC address for the second member of said team to the MAC address of 

21 the first member of said team 
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1 load a driver for a toam of network i ntorfaceo to conf i gure sa i d t e am to oporat e i n 

2 adaptor fault toloranco modo and des i gnate tho pr i mary notwork interface and tho at 

3 loast one socondary notwork i ntorfaco; and 

4 d i stribut e processing accord i ng to a work l oad of sa i d s e condary n e twork 

5 i nt e rfac e s . 

6 1 0. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 8, in which network interfaces 

7 have Media Access Control (MAC) addresses, and said instructions including further 

8 instructions to direct the processor to: 

9 temporarily set the MAC address for the second member of said team to the 

10 MAC address of the first member of said team while the second member performs said 

11 transparent processing on behalf of the first member of said team 

12 determine if oa i d primary notwork intorfaco has ava i lab l e processing bandw i dth, 

13 and i f so, d i str i bute process i ng of sa i d data across a ll notwork i nterfaces of sa i d toam . 

14 11. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 8, said instructions including 

15 further instructions to direct the processor to: 

16 distribute processing of said data according to a workload of each of said team of 

17 network interfaces supporting the capability . 

18 12. (Original) The medium of claim 8, said instructions including further 

19 instructions to: 

20 direct the processor to encrypt said data according to IPSEC. 

21 13. (Original) The medium of claim 8, said instructions including further 

22 instructions to: 
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1 direct the processor to receive data for secondary use processing from an 

2 operating system. 

3 14. (Original) The medium of claim 8, said instructions including further 

4 instructions to direct the processor to: 

5 receive data for secondary use processing from an application programming 

6 interface configured to submit data for secondary use processing by said team. 

7 1 5. (Currently Amended) A method for utilizing a team of network interfaces 

8 operating in adaptive load balancing mode to provide primary and secondary use 

9 processing of data, comprising: 

10 identifying active and failed network interfaces of said team; 

11 receiving data for processing and transmission by said team; 

12 if said data is primary use processing, then distributing processing of said data 

13 across said active network interfaces of said team; and 

14 if said data is secondary use processing, then distributing processing of said data 



15 across all active and failed network interfaces of said team , wherein if a first network 

16 interface of said team lacks a capability required to process said data, then 

17 transparently routing said data to a second network interface of said team supporting 

18 the capability . 



19 16. (Original) The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

20 loading a driver for said team, said driver configuring said team to operate in the 

21 adaptive load balancing mode and appear to be a single network interface. 

22 1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 5, further comprising: 
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1 receiving, by a first one of said team of network interfaces, a portion of said 

2 received data for processing; and 

3 identifying the capability is a procossing mode required for processing said 

4 portionj 

5 dotorm i ning i f sa i d f i rst ono supports tho procossing modo; and 

6 i f not, thon subm i tting procoss i ng of sa i d port i on to a second ono of said toam of 

7 network i nt e rfac e s . 

8 1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 5, further comprising: 

9 installing said team of network interfaces in a computing device having an 

10 operating system; and 

11 receiving data for secondary use processing from said operating system. 

12 19. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein an application programming 

13 interface is configured to submit data for secondary use processing by said team. 

14 20. (Original) The method of claim 1 5, further comprising: 

15 installing said team of network interfaces in a computing device having an 

16 operating system; and 

17 receiving data for secondary use processing from an application programming 

18 interface configured to submit data for secondary use processing by said team. 

19 21 . (Currently Amended) A n accessible readab le medium having associated 

20 oncodod th o r o on instructions for utilizing a team of network interfaces operating in 

21 adaptive load balancing mode to provide primary and secondary use processing of 
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1 d ata , said instructions, when accessed by a machine, directs by d i r e ct i ng a the machine 

2 proc e ssor to: 

3 identify active and failed network interfaces of said team; 

4 receive data for processing and transmission by said team; 

5 determine if said data is primary use processing, and if so, then distribute 

6 processing of said data across said active network interfaces of said team; and 

7 determine if said data is secondary use processing, and if so, then distribute 



8 processing of said data across all active and failed network interfaces of said tearn, 

9 wherein if a first network interface of said team lacks a capability required to process 

10 said data, then routing said data to a second network interface of said team supporting 

11 the capability . 



12 22. (Original) The medium of claim 21 , said instructions including further 

13 instructions to direct the processor to: 

14 load a driver for said team, said driver configuring said team to operate in the 

15 adaptive load balancing mode and appear to be a single network interface. 

16 23. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 21 , said instructions including 

17 further instructions to direct the processor to: 

18 receive a portion of said received data for processing by a first one of said team 

19 of network interfaces; 

20 identify the capability is a proc e ssing mode required for processing said portionj 

21 determin e i f sa i d first ono supports th e processing mod e ; and 
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1 subm i t proc e ss i ng of said port i on to a s e cond on e of said t e am of network 

2 i nt e rfac e s . 

3 24. (Currently Amended) The medium m e thod of claim 21 , said instructions 

4 including further instructions to direct the processor to: 

5 receive data for secondary use processing from an operating system. 

6 25. (Currently Amended) The medium method of claim 21 , said instructions 

7 including further instructions to direct the processor to: 

8 receive data for secondary use processing from an application programming 

9 interface is configured to submit data for secondary use processing by said team. 
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